
The Darker Side of the 

Family



Happy Families?

� Functionalist viewpoint of the warm, happy 
family is often criticised – especially by 
feminists

� Isolated nuclear families – can lead to 
emotional stress

� Divorce – often the end result of bitter 
dispute



Unhappy families

� Violence within the family is increasingly 
within the public eye

� Many aspects of the “darker side” of family 
life

� The home as a key point of violence

� Accurate data difficult to come by



Child Abuse

� Sexual Abuse

� Physical Abuse

� Emotional Abuse

� Neglect



Violence against Women

� Sexual violence

� Physical violence

� “domestic disputes”

� Acceptable & normal?

� Mostly committed by men against women 
(police records suggest 99%)


